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Crimson & White Ministries, Inc., a nonprofit
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For a free subscription, update your address,
feedback, comments or to submit an article,
contact us at:

4401 Wild Oak Lane, Greenshoro, NC 27406-8306
Ph.: 336-674-7564; e-mail: RDymmel @AOL.com
Editor: Dr. Rich Dymmel

Crisis, emergency, or to“just talk about something”,
call: Your Mom; Your Dad; Your Pastor, or
Rich or Marie Dymmel
(336/674-7564 or 336/908-3652)

Crimson & White? What'sthis?

... Thisletter is part of aministry primarily to students and
singles. It started with college students. Now about 50% of
the mailing list is students, middle and high school and
college, and 25% are age 22 to 30, and we' |l just leave ages
unsaid for thelast 25% since, well, they’reold. Articlesare
on character, values, spiritud life, relationshipsand more...
and somefun.

The theology position is “conservative,” i.e. Jesus is
God's Son, eternal, part of the single triune God, born of a
virgin, sinless, crucified and risen, and is the only way to
eternal life. Wearefreeto chooseHim. Hehastold usto be
holy and that includes behaviors such as: sex outside of
marriageiswrong.

Our goal ismail in your mail box about 15 timesa year.
WEe'retrying to say that you areimportant enough for usto
put this in your mailbox. We care about you and want to
encourageyour character growth and your spiritua walk. We
adsodistribute adaily email devotional.

Another part of theministry isprayer. We pray for those on
our mailing list asthe mail is prepared. When you get mail
from us, you know someone prayed for you.

A college student reader chose the name Crimson and
White Connection based onIsaiah 1:18intheBible “Come
now, let usreason together,” saysthe LORD. “Though your
sinsarelike scarlet, they shall be aswhite as snow; though
they arered ascrimson, they shall belikewool.” Thecleans-
ing of our natureand our sinsisauniversal need. If you base
your trust for entranceinto Heaven in Jesus, God's Son, and
Hisdeath and resurrection on your behalf, then your crimson
stainsaremade white aswool. Jesusistheway, thetruth, and
thelife. Thereisno other way. If you admit that you can not
reach God's standard, are repentant and sorry for your short
fall (sin) and have asked Him to forgive you, then He has
forgiven you. If you are truly repentant, then there will be
evidenceof that inyour actions, your life. - - If the“religion
police” were to arrest you, would you be turned loose for
“lack of evidence’? Or would the evidence of your actions
convict you of being aChristian?

If you have chosen to accept Jesus as Lord of
your life, either the first time or again, we
would like to know so that we can pray for
you and encourage you. Write or call us.

YouWILL BE and ARE adave! Butyou can
CHOOSE your master! CHOOSE God today.

John 3:16istrue. Accept no substitute!

May 19, 2008
Hallmark

As God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. —Colossians 3:12

Have no fear, I'm not going to scold you for forgetting to send me a
birthday card thisyear. No, we' re headed deeper than silly, poetic birthday
messages printed on high-priced pieces of cardboard. We' re going way, way
back tolearn how hallmark cameto beareal liveword.

Centuriesago, King Edward | of England decreed something likethis: “Hear
ye! Hear ye! All gold and silver must be tested and approved by our master
craftsmen before being offered for sale.” He mandated that al artisans had to
bring their finished metal goodsto Goldsmith’sHall in London to be checked.

If the goods got a thumbs up, the wares were ready for the marketplace.
They received aspecia seal of approval from the master craftsmen inthe hall.
The seal wascalled the hallmark.

Today hallmark is used to describe great talent, creativity, or quality. It'sa
word that speaks of excellence and exquisite workmanship.

In your relationship with others, you present an impression of your
relationship with God. If you are growing in your knowledge of and love for
Him, theway you treat peoplewill beyour hallmark.

Paul’slist of Christian hallmarksincluded “ compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience” (Colossians 3:12). These qualitieswill pour like
molten gold from our lives when our relationship with the Lord is healthy and
strong.

Just as the hallmark adorned quality metal goodslong ago, our God-made
hallmark should be clear to others since we “have put on the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledgein theimage of its Creator” (v.10). Our lives should
bear the unmistakable mark of a person who has been transformed by Jesus
Christ Himsdlf.

Isthe hallmark image clear in your life? Do others seethe clear sign of God's
carefully crafted work inyou?

Campus Journal, Friday, May 4, 2001

On Christ, ich

Do you have a relationship with God where you know He has accepted you just as
you are? If not, and you want that, call me at 336-674-7564. — With God, even if you
have gone the opposite direction, you have never gone too far to turn around.

Didyou know the C& W send out adaily email?Want totry it as part of
adaily God related thought? It takesfrom 1 to 5 minutestoread. | usea
variety of resources, it'snot the same style every day. Send an email with
your nameand email addressand just say “ Try thedaily for 2 weeks.”
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<@ From the mailbox (eters may be sightly edited. We

also remove some personal content and identifying stuff. We won't blab
your name or email address.) Your letters and notes encourage us, too.
Rich

My mail box has been empty lately. We'd love to
hear from you.

Keep sharing the C&WC with your friends. Encour-
age them to send in the subscription informantion,

we'd love to add them to the list and put the C&WC in
their mailbox. There is not much of a commitment... the
C&WC is free. - Although we'd really like to have
people feel enough of a connection to let us know
when they move or to tell us to stop when they aren’t
interested rather than we print and pay postage to send
it and it is just tossed by them or the P.O..

God bless you.

Rich

Sliceof Infinity
TheComfort Zone

Ravi Zacharias

In the life of the prophet Jonah, we can see that he was out of
touch with the people’s need, and he was out of touch with the
message that he had to give. The only thing that Jonah was in
touch with was his own comfort.

The story is told of how he fell asleep under the shade of a
vine, but then when the vine withered, he got angry with God.
He suddenly erupted with displeasure and said to God, “How is
it that you planted this vine and in a few short hours let it die?’
God was waiting for Jonah to raise the question and said,
“Jonah, you have become concerned about this vine but did not
understand my concern for the whole city of Ninevah?’ Is it not
amazing how our priorities get warped or how our emotions
betray our priorities? Jonah was angry with God over alittle
plant, but could not see that God cared for a dying city. He
wanted God to ignore that city.

Here is the painful truth. We often move in the direction of
our comfort and resist anything that threatens our personal
luxuries. The truth is that some of the greatest needs in the
world have been met because someone was willing to sacrifice
their own comfort to take the love of Christ to someone else. |
think, for example, of David Livingstone of Blantyre, Scotland
and his mission to Africa. He paid with his life and indeed the
lives of his family members. The same was true of William Carey
in his mission to India. You can read biography after biography
and find such stories told. We live in a day where it is easy to
see dl that is wrong with some in ministry. When ministers go
wrong, with glee the critic goes after them. We forget that there
are large numbers who have forfeited the fame and accolades of
humanity.

| remember during the days of the Vietnam war, speaking
through the length and breadth of the country. | stayed in many
missionaries homes. At night they would put bars across the
doors, not knowing what lurked in the darkness. Why? For the
cause of the Gospel. God has many such heroes. One of my
classmates in seminary was martyred for the Gospel. But of all
the sacrifice, none is greater than the one Jesus offers to you.
He came and laid down His life that You and | might live. He
forewent His own comfort so that you and | might find our
comfort in Him. Have you thanked Him lately for what He has
done for you? Or are you lost in your comfort forgetting His
sacrifice for you, indeed, for the whole world? He calls to you
today to find your greatest comfort in Him.

Copyright (p)(c) 2001 Ravi Zachariasnternational Ministries (RZIM). Reprinted
with permission. A Sliceof Infinity isaradio ministry of Ravi Zacharias|nternational
Ministries Sliceof Infinity [Slice020] (May 9, 2002)

be mailing to your Home
address through August —
UNLESSyou give us a
“camp” or other address
where you'll be. If not at
“home,” tell us the dates
and where we should send
the mail ... PLEASE.

Only do thethingsthat you would feel proud
telling you daughter or son some day that
you did. Would you be ashamed to tell your
grandmother about it, or would she be
ashamed of you if peopleknew?

God's Graffiti by Tim Bertram
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Dead flies putrefy the perfumer’s ointment, and couse

it to give of f a foul odor; so does a little folly o one
respected for wisdom and honor, Ecclesiastes 10:1

Used with permission  <><
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In A Place You Don’t Belong

By Bill Denton

For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge
and understanding. He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He
isashield to those who walk in integrity, Guarding the paths of
justice, And He preserves the way of His godly ones. Then you will
discern righteousness and justice And equity and every good course.
For
wisdom will enter your heart And knowledge will be pleasant to
your soul; Discretion will guard you, Understanding will watch over
you, To deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks
perverse things, From those who leave the paths of uprightness To
walk in theways of darkness;, Who delight in doing evil And rejoice
in the perversity of evil; Whose paths are crooked, And who are
deviousin their ways (Proverbs 2:6-15, NASB95)

No one can be caught in a place he does not visit.

— Danish proverb, Christian Reader, Vol. 33, no. 1

Ever got caught somewhere you should not have been? The little
Danish proverb is so obvious; till it is atruth that is too often
considered too late.

| can remember atime | got caught where | should not have been.
Today, | tell this story to friends and everyone gets a good laugh out
of it, perhaps because I’ ve learned to tell it as afunny event of my
teenage years. At the time, however, | can tell you it wasn’t so
funny.

I was ajunior in high school, had bought my own car and
enjoyed the freedom of small town life enough to be able to come
and go pretty much as | pleased. On this particular occasion, there
was acarnival intown and my friend, Phillip, and | wanted to go. |
honestly don’'t know why we didn’t just tell our parents we were
going to the carnival. | had gone every year when the little show
arrived just outside of town, but for some reason, we each told our
parents that we were going to do our homework at the other’s house
and set out to enjoy alittle excitement.

We browsed the tents, and down at the very end of the midway,
there was a sideshow advertising the L ouisiana Swamp Woman.”
We could hear shouts and taunts and all sorts of activity from
within, so we paid our 25 cents and started to enter the show. Phillip
was about a half-step ahead of me, lifted the flap of the tent and held
it until | could lift if for myself. Just as| entered, something
suddenly hit me squarely on my glasses, bounced up and glanced off
my left eyebrow. | couldn’t see what it was, but lightly brushed my
forehead and straightened my glasses. No harm done, we continued
inside. | don’t think Phillip ever knew anything had hit me. Inside
there was a roped-off ring, with a sawdust covered floor, and a dirty
looking woman in aragged outfit, jumping around and tossing
handsfull of sawdust at the onlookers, mostly college students who
were giving her abad time. She, was playing it for all it was worth.
Suddenly, one of the students came over to me and asked, “Are you
alright?’ | said, “Sure, why?’ “Becauseyou' re bleeding al over the
place,” he said. Sure enough, whatever had bounced off my eyebrow
had created a good size cut that probably started bleeding only a
moment after | had brushed my forehead. The warm night and the
excitement had hidden the bleeding from me, but my shirt was
covered with blood. The student said it looked like | was going to
need some stitches and he was willing to drive me to the hospital. |
was busy trying to figure out a good cover story.

We left the Louisiana Swamp Woman’s tent and headed for the
car. It's amazing how much attention a blood soaked shirt and head
can generate. That, however, was not the worst. About half way
back down the midway, | came face to face with my Dad. | still
don’t know

what he was doing there. Usually, the only reason he went to the
carnival was to take us kids, but there he was. | won't bore you
with the rest of the story, including the Swamp Woman who spoke
with a strangely Boston-sounding accent, but let’s just say there was
ashort piece of garden hose in that sawdust she was throwing and |
managed to get in the way. Believe mewhen | tell you | know about
getting caught in aplace | shouldn’t have been. | was positive Dad
was going to beat up someone that night, probably starting with me!
| could have avoided it all by staying home and doing my
homework that night. It's alesson alot of others could benefit from
aswell. You won't ever get caught where you don’t go.
CrossTies Devotional Article 5/21/2002 From: BillDenton@
crossties.org (CrossTies) © Copyright 2002, Dr. Bill Denton All Rights
Reserved. http://www.crossties.org  Reprinted with permission.

No one can be caught in a place he does not visit.
— Danish proverb

Daily Encounter ~ Thursday, May 1, 2008
Today’s Daily Encounter
Topped Up

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me
and | in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing.” John 15:5 (NIV).

TheMessage: *| am the Vine, you are the branches. When you're
joined with me and | with you, the relation intimate and organic, the
harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing.

For any readers who have visited Southern California during
the New Year, you would probably be aware of and may have
seen the incredible New Year’'s Day Rose Parade in Pasa-
dena. Millions around the world have also seen the parade via
TV.

An amusing thing happened in one year’s parade when one
beautifully decorated float suddenly came to a stand-still. It ran
out of fuel!

The irony was that this float was entered by and represented
the Standard Oil Company-one of the largest fuel companies of
North America. With all their vast oil and gasoline resources
they failed to make sure their own vehicle was running on full.

I wonder how often do we—with all the vast resources of God
and heaven at our disposal—try to run on an empty love, joy
and peace tank when, if we truly trusted God and followed his
instructions for getting these needs met, would be certain to
keep topped up? And how often do we try to run on an empty
spiritual tank by neglecting to spend time with the Lord in
worship, praise and daily devotions?

Let us make sure each day that we live in harmony with
God’s will and his ways so we keep “topped up” and have our
love, joy and peace tank filled and running over!

Suggested prayer: “Dear God, please help me to be faithful
all year in spending time with you every day in worship, praise,
your Word, and prayer; and walk in obedience to make certain |
am filled with your Spirit and have my life “topped up” and
overflowing with your love, joy and peace, and spread your Son-
shine wherever | go. Thank you for hearing and answering my
prayer. Gratefully, in Jesus’ name, amen.”

<))<
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(I decided to start rerunning parts of aseriesof articles
weran severa yearsago. Thisisanother one of those.)

Relationships, Love, and ...
Thirsty Camels and Prince Charming
The Right Kind of Romance

Part 7 of a series.
© 2002 Dr. Richard R. Dymmel, B.S,, M.A,, M.A., Ed.D.
This piece first appeared in the September 5, 1998 Crimson &
White Connection, which was called the College & Career Connection at
that time.
(Rich to his friends, Dad to a few, Dr. Dymmel to the rest. Want to be
friends?)

Continuing on about dating ... “But the Bible doesn’t give any
advise on dating, doesit? | mean dating was not the practice then.
Therewere arranged marriages.” Let metell you about my “arranged
marriage.” Really.

Let metry to tiethisidea of Character (look back the article on
“HAS Character or | S a Character) and the Bible and dating and
arranged marriages together and bring it from 2000 BC into the 1960’s
and 1990's. You see Marieand | strongly feel that our marriage was
arranged — by God. Yup. God arranged it.

Now, | do have to admit that | wasn’t involving God in my dating
as | should have been at the beginning. Marie and her mom and my
mom had all been praying for some time for God's choice of spousesto
be prepared for us. | should have been praying, too, but | was looking
for avirtuous woman in mostly the right places - my church, recom-
mended by good friends, and introduced by good adults—and | was
‘saving myself’ for my ‘life mate.” The introductions got me away
from dating within ‘my faith,” but God even used that in His plan to
get meto theright place at the right time.

| was away at college and very seriously dating agirl —actually |
can’t even remember her name right now — and even thinking and
struggling with the question, “What would it take to make a Baptist/
Catholic marriagework?’ And Marie was dating four guys at thetime,
aguy and abackup guy for both Friday and Saturday dates. But she
was praying for the guy to come along. My mother was praying for
thegirl. And it kind of parallelsthe story of Isaac and Rebekah in
Genesis 24 and 26. (The girls might like this romance story more than
the guys, but guys, you need to be looking for the right girl, too.)

Areyou a“romantic’ ? Areyou interested in having agreat
“romantic life”? Have | found the book for you. It fitsright in with this
part of my story. It's written by a GUY and his wife. It is really good.
—When God Writes Your Love Sory (Eric & Leslie Ludy, Loyal
Publishing, 1999, ISBN 1-929125-00-3, $13.99).

A paraphrase of Genesis chapter 24 — Rebekah was chosen by
God for Isaac. His father was determined not to let his only son marry
anon-believer and sent a servant to find |saac awife. The servant went
to afar country and prayed that the right girl would come to the well
and that she' d offer water for the servant’s camels as a sign. Rebekah
did just that and that was how he chose her. Met the family, asked for
her, her family approved and she was off to be Isaac’'s wife.

Maybe that doesn’t sound very romantic, but she was the one
God chose for Isaac. The Bible defines Love as an act of thewill, a
choice. Love based on emotions changesif the person does something
we don't like. Love based on God’s will and then on our willingnessto
love that person — no matter what — is the kind that lasts. And that
relationship is even more romantic in the long run.

And after being married for 40 years, we read in Genesis 26:8
(NIV) that ... —“When | saac had been there along time, Abimelech king
of the Philistines|ooked down from awindow and saw | saac caressing
his wife Rebekah.” — Different Bible trand ations use different words -

Isaac was “sporting” (KJV, | don’t know what sporting meant in 1611
when that translation was written and the KJV was a translation into
“modern” English), “caressing” (NIV, that | understand), or more ‘ current’
trandations (Living and New Living, 1998) say he was “petting” and
“fondling” Rebekah. (I think we all know what that means!) — Now
there's the romantic part. After 40 years, they still loved and had the
“hots” for each other and he couldn’t keep his hands off of her. How's that
for ahot romantic love story of amarriage arranged by God! That wasthe
result of having God pick the right woman for Isaac.

Well, you say, how does a story from Genesis, possibly 2000 BC,
have anything to do with 2002? The Bible principles still work today - |
don’t mean wait for somebody to water your camel at a well, most of you
don’t even own a camel and Aviswon't rent you one for wife hunting. But,
you see, that story is us, Marie and me. This same story happened to me,
with minor adjustments for time and culture. — An “Old Testament” kind
of love story and romance.

My mother [not father, but close enough for this story] prayed
constantly that | would stop dating non-Baptist girls [they were good,
church going, Catholic girls, but not Baptist —they were of a different faith
and belief]. My landlord for the room | rented at school was the house-
mother at the dorm for the nursing school at St. Joseph Hospital School of
Nursing and introduced me to a couple nursing students. Mom was
praying that the Lord would bring His choice for me, the only son, (my
brother had two brothers and a sister, but I’m an only child/son; he's
adopted), into my life. Through a series of events and girlfriends, the Lord
had me driving through asmall town ten milesin adirection | would not
have traveled if | hadn’t been dating a nursing student that lived even 50
miles further, while | was away from home at college [in afar country].

It was about one thirty on Sunday morning after a Saturday night date
wheremy latest girl friend had just dumped me for religious incompatibil-
ity. She knew what she wanted and that included religious compatibility.
(I’ve talked about that previously.) She wasn’t just dating, she was
shopping. Shewanted a Catholic guy for marriage material. The Michigan
State Police stopped me in this little town, far from home. Why he
stopped me isn’t important to the story, so we'll just skip that part. —
When | stopped, right in front of my car wasasign [Get it? A sign] telling
me where to go for Sunday School and church just afew hours from then.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
1 BLOCK

A couple of months earlier, oddly enough, at my home church, | had
met the pastor’s daughter. She came to hear an evangelist preacher who had

Regardless of your past, you can make a pledge “from today for-
ward...”, Have you considered making a pledge of purity? For yourself,
to yourself, to your future mate, for your family reputation, and to
God? Have you considered making a True Love or Real Love Waits
pledge of chastity? Regardless of your past, you can make a pledge,
“BeforeGod and witnesses, | have promised and madea
commitment tomysalf, my family, thosel date, and my future
matethat from thisday forward, | will keep mysalf sexually
pureuntil I havesex with and only with my life partner and
withinmarriage.”

C&WC has pledge cards available, freefor the asking, and can direct
you to sourcesto purchase aring if you'd like one.

W€ for my mate

When someone wants me to compromise my es and my purity and have
sex, | tell them, “That’s not good enough for me. I'm more valuable than
that. I'm worth waiting for!”
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been at this, her church earlier. | said, “I’ve got no girlfriend right now. Shewas cute. I'll
go to Sunday School there and meet her again.” (Often aguy can recover quickly from
being dumped, we' re often emotionally shallow. That's just the way most guys are built.
Don't blame me. God builds us that way.)

When | arrived and was directed to the * College & High School’ Sunday School class.
They were combined just for the Summer and set up by God for us that morning
otherwise I'd have been in a different room. There was only one empty seat [it was set
up, chosen] in theroom, and | sat down next to areally cute girl [theright girl]. Shewasa
rising Senior, 17 yearsold, good looking, and friendly. The girl | came to meet wasn’t even
there that day. | soon forgot all about her. This ‘vision’ asked me to come to the ‘youth
socia’ that evening. | went, met her brothers [met the family], beat them at horseshoes,
they liked me [the brothers approved], and | asked her out for a date for the next Friday
night. To go out | had to go home and meet her parents. [Met her mom, too.] Actually
didn’t win her mom over till later in the week. At first she had said ‘yes’ and when | had
left she said “'You can go out with him this once, but never again!” The school | attended
had a reputation around town. [Parents approved, eventually.] (A ‘reputation’ because
the college | attended had a reputation. Do you have areputation? Isit accurate? Isit
because of who you hang with or where you go? Find my article “HAS Character or ISa
Character.” We'verun it acoupletimes. You can find in in the [Back Issueq] at the
www.CrimsonWhite.org website. Analyse your reputation and character and the other
person’s reputation and character. Need a change? Or are you doin’ okay?)

Two months later, after my mom met Marie | said to my mother, “Do you like her?’
“She seems nice.” “Good. Because she’sthe one. I’ m going to marry her.” Twenty six
months later Marie finally said “Yes” when | proposed for the fifth time. — She had the
sense to wait. — We had a big family announcement dinner party. Her mom thought we
had run off and were announcing we had eloped and was happy she was wrong and
happy it was an engagement party. Her dad said, “Well, it's about time!” — Everybody
approved. — Sixteen months later we were married and finally made love on our wedding
night. (I knew you were waiting to seeif |I’d mention sex. Research shows that virgins
who marry have a50% lower divorce rate. Research data also says married people have
more sex and more satisfying sex lives. And “inexperienced” people have actually more
marital satisfaction after one year and after four years than those who “got to know each
other and ‘ shared a bed’ before they married.” It'strue. It gets better and better.)

[I first wrote thisin 2002, that's 6 years ago now, so add 6 to the following numbers,
but it's still true.) Now, 37 years after first meeting (not 40, but along time) and being
married 33 yearswe're still deeply, intensely and passionately in love like I saac and
Rebekah. [See Gen. 26:8, except we' re more discreet than | saac and Rebekah in public so
nobody seesus... —never mind. X’sand O’s, asmile:-) and arose ——<—@ for
Marie.] But | do restrain myself to appropriate PDA. That's Public Displays of
Affection just in case you didn’t understand “PDA.” She often reminds me to behave
myself before we go out in public.

The lesson — The first step toward getting in on the kind of romance God hasin
store for you is to include God in deciding whom you should or shouldn’t date. That
means looking for persons with the right kind of character, being a person of good
character, behaving in appropriate ways, and maintaining your relationship with Him. Dr.
Laura says (in Ten Supid Things Women Do To Mess Up Their Lives but applies to guys
, too) that you should be very selective in determining who you spend your valuable
time with and not settle for being selected by someone else. And, you should pray for
God to prepare you for the one that He is preparing for you and that He will bring them
to you at just the right time (and soon you hope, | suppose). — Rebecca St. James has a
song about ‘ Waiting for me ‘ cause I’'m waiting for you.” And remember that if you are
God's, he wants you to have the best, a person of Character (see Isaiah 48:17 & Jeremiah
29:11).

Lots of good books out there: Lady In Waiting, | Kissed Dating Goodbye, What To
Do Until Love Finds You, If Men Are Like Busses Then How Do | Catch One, The Secrets
of an Irresistible Woman, Love Sex & God, How to Know If Someone |s Worth Pursuing
in Two Dates or Less, and Joshua Harris's newest book on dating with a purpose and
courtship: Boy Meets Girl. And agreat onel just found is When God Writes Your Love
Sory.

More next time. In His love,

76('64 [To be continued.]

Also see Has Character or |S a Character. If you've missed or lost or for whatever
reason want the previous articlesin this series ... just ask.

|”m not trapped by
rules,
|’ m freeof conse-
guences!

(See “ Consequences’ in March 15, 02
C&WC issue)

When God Writes Your Love
Sory

(1999. Loyal Publishing, Sisters, OR. ISBN 1-929125-00-
3, $13.99)
A Book Reviewed by Rich ©

... "“THOU SHALT NOT” the pastor would boom
from the pulpit as | sat in the rear-numbing pew
daydreaming about sexy Suzie McFrugal from Hank’s
Burger Barn. For most of my life | thought it was God
who posed the greatest hurdle to experiencing all the
thrills of love and romance. And | would have taken
great offense to someone trying to convince me that
God should have a greater role in my love story. All the
stern “thou shalt nots’ He had so thoughtfully
bestowed on me were quite enough, thank you.” (p.28)

.... “So, Eric? Tell us about your lovelife”

“Uhhhh,” I mumbled ... “Uhh, | uhh, actually, uh, |
am waiting on God.” ....... “1 know this may sound
strange, you guys, but I’ ve decided that | won't give
my heart to another girl until God shows meit's my
wife” (p. 19)

Some of the chapter titles tell you the thrust, scope,
and direction of thisbook: The babes and big egos; In
search of a sweeter song; Who's captain of your love
boat?; Rubbing shoulders with the Author of Romance;
Get alovelifel; A forever kind of love—Romancethat’s
morethan afeeling; Developing inward excellence; The
art of faithfulness— A skill to learn before the wedding
vows [!!]; Holding out for a higher standard — Do noble
knightsand fair maidensreally exist?[!!]; Toolate?—A
glimmer of hopeinaworld of lost virginity [!!]

“Chrigtianity, ... defined in very simplistic terms ...
theway God made it clear to me... Eric, are you ready
to trust me at the helm now? If | amgoing to be
Captain, we are going to have to make some changes.
And, Eric, the changes are going to have to be made to
more than just the Captain’s quarters.” (p. 43)

Eric and Ledlie alternate writing their story. Asan
“old romantic,” it's abeautiful love story, made me
‘smileand warminside.” When Eric writes of when he
wasin college, | can remember then, you' d identify
with him. As someone who’slooking for atrue love,
it'saguide book, aworkbook. Asa“married” | always
see ways to improve my/our love life. This has that,
too. But - - thisisn't easy, this letting the “ Author of
Romance’ author your romance and love life. The
book ... isafun, serious, romantic, spiritual book. —
Highly recommended.
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Compati bil ity—Loveisnec&&ary, but loveisn't

enough. It takes much more - common goals, values, morals,
philosophies, spirituality, ... — I’ m reading aterrific book for those
about to get married, or are married. — A Marriage After God's Own
Heart (David Clarke, 2001, Multnomah Publishers, ISBN 1-57673-
755-1, $10.99) It getsinto the spiritual bonding of agreat marriage.
Marie and | went to awedding in Chicago a couple years ago.
At the hotel after breakfast we were talking with some peopl e about
God's mating process and having prayed for our kids future mates.
One person said that she had prayed for her son’'s mate al of his
life. Then hemarried agirl with different spiritual and religious
values. She then prayed for her salvation. After seven years they
got divorced. It wasn’t right and didn’t work. After five years of no
contact, she had called recently and said she had read a book that
for thefirst time had made senseto her explaining all this“God
stuff.”
Back to character traits, oneingredient for alasting marriageisthat
you both have compatible spiritual values and beliefs. Marriages
where there are mixed spiritual values and beliefsisnot an “inter-
faithmarriage” but usually an “inter-faithless’ marriage. Oneor
both of the partners has to give up and surrender their beliefsto
eliminate conflict or maybethey havenoreal beliefsreally. Dr. Laura
Schlessinger often has callerswith problems with their Jewish-
nothing, or Baptist-Cathalic, or Lutheran-Cathoalic, etc. relation-
ships or marriages that now have religious based conflicts or have
deteriorated to no religion and now have spiritual problems. Some
of the biggest problems come with “Which way do wetrain the
children?’ Dr. Laurasuggested that a caller get amarriage counse-
lor that also has religious credentials because a“ strong marriage
and the spiritual life go hand in hand.” You need a strong Faith and
Love and understanding and willingness to make a strong, lasting
marriage. It'sdifficult enough without adding religious conflicts.
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“I’m sorry” (out sill doing ity 1S NOt true remor se.

Sometimeswedo“wrong” becausedoing“ right”
isuncomfortable, challenging, or threatening.
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Online/0On The Air

Garbage in — garbage out. Are you putting

Good stuff, good music, etc., in your head or

“garbage”? Listen to good Christian music on

the radio. Do you have a decent collection of

Christian music CDs?

K-LOVE radio broadcasts from California, relayed to 75

stations in 34 states. Around Greensboro, Elon, Raleigh, &

Chapel Hill, NC and Danville, VA it is106.7 -WKVE. You can

find if they have a station near you at www.KLOVE.com. They

also do live streaming from there no matter where you are.

Contemporary Christian Music on the radio:

Boone/Black Mtn./Asheville, NC - WMIT - 106.9

Charlotte, NC - WRCM - 91.9 FM “New Life”

In NC: WBFJ — Greensboro - 103.5 FM; High Point - 102.7

FM;
Salisbury - 101.3 FM; Winston-Salem - 89.3 FM; Mt. Airy-

103.1
Pilot Mountain - 104.9 FM

Greensboro to Raleigh, NC — KLOVE network - WKVE —

106.7

Danville, VA — KLOVE network —WKVE —106.7

Lynchburg, VA -WRVL —88.3 FM

Cumming, GA-Victory 91.5FM (featuring ateen flair of
powerhouse rock Saturdays from 9pm-1am) and Atlanta, Ga-
Jesus 93.3 FM (“The station that helps you live the life.”)
and 90.0 North of Atlanta, and 104.7 The Fish

Southern Gospel; in NC —find JOY-FM at 91.3; 88.1; and 89.5

BBN (more “traditional” music and programming, isinterna-
tional, and carries great stuff like “ Adventuresin Odyssey”
from FOTF and Ravi Zacharias who speaks on many college
campuses. High Point/Greensboro, NC - WHPE, 95.5 FM,
93.5in Charlotte, 92.5 in Raleigh, 105.3 in Goldsboro. Check
www.bbnradio.org for a station anywhere in the world

Find Christian radio on the web — many stations stream on
the web. Try these sites: www.klove.com; www.whbfj.org,
www.ChristianRadio.com lists 2500 stations by state. Or
search for “ Christian radio” in your search engine.

“Boundless’ At Focus On The Family, www.family.org, is a

collegetargeted web magazine. Check it out.

How | feel about
myself deter-
mines what kind
of people| at-
tract

(From If Men Are Like Busses, Then How Do | Catch One? by
Hammond. Actually written “to gals” but the principles are good
for guys and for guys. It'sagood, fun read.)
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Mostly just for fun...

*Politically Correct Statements for the New Cen-

tury*

*Your bedroom isn't cluttered, it's just “passage restrictive.”

*Kids don't get grounded anymore. They merely hit “social speed
bumps.”

*You're not late, you just have a“rescheduled arrival time.”

*You're not having abad hair day, you' re suffering from “rebellious
follicle syndrome.”

*No one'stall anymore. They're “vertically enhanced.”

*You're not shy. You're “conversationally selective.”

*You don't talk alot. You're just “abundantly verbal.”

*|t's not called gossip anymore. It's “the speedy transmission of near-
factual information.”

AND FOR STUDENTS...

*The food at the school cafeteriaisn’t awful. It's “digestively chal-
lenged.”

*No onefailsaclass any more, he's merely “passing impaired.”

*You don't have detention, you're just one of the “exit delayed.”

*These days, astudent isn't lazy. He's “energetically declined.”

*Your locker isn’t overflowing with junk, it's just “closure prohibitive.”

*Your homework isn't missing, it's just having an “out-of-notebook
experience.”

*You're not sleeping in class, you' re “rationing consciousness.”

*You don't have smelly gym socks, you have “ odor-retentive athletic
footwear.”

*You weren't passing notesin class. You were “participating in the
discreet exchange of penned meditations.”

*You're not being sent to the principa’s office. You're“going on a
mandatory field trip to the administrative building.”

*Charity Better Than Expected*

Members of the Methodist women’s church circle in one Wisconsin
town some years ago were disturbed because a widowed church
member and her three small daughters were staying away from services.
Finding the reason to be alack of suitable clothes, the ladies’ group
corrected the situation in agenerous manner.

When the little girls still failed to appear at Sunday School, some of
theladies called to inquire about their absence. The mother thanked
them sweetly for the clothing and explained: “ The girlslooked so nice, |
sent them to the Presbyterian church!”

The News and the Bet...
[Feel free to substitute NC State student or redneck or whatever for
“blond.”]

A blonde and aredhead are watching the 6 o’ clock news one evening.
The redhead bets the blonde $50 that the man in the lead story, who is
threatening to jump from a 40 story building, will jump.

“I'll take that bet,” the blonde replied.

A few minutes later, the newscaster breaks in to report that the man
had, indeed, jumped from the building. The redhead, feeling sudden guilt
for having bet on such an incident, turns to the blonde and tells her that
she does not need to pay the $50.

“No, abet’'sabet,” the blonde replies, “I owe you $50 dollars.”

The redhead, feeling even more guilty, replies“No, you don't
understand, Honey, | saw the 5:30 edition, so | knew how it was going
to turn out.”

“That's okay,” the blonde replies, “| saw it earlier too, but | sure
didn’t think he’'ddoit again.”

a0 *ongr° °Ongy | ga0°* 0t “Ongy | g *Ongy
The Famous Joke of the Day One Liner!
Seen in the bookstore the other day, a book entitled “ Sex for
Dummies’. Why would someone want to teach dumb people how to
reproduce?

Share with someone
Giving a friend a copy of thisletter and asking them if they
would like to get it too, is an easy way of witnessing and starting a
conver sation about God.

If you'd like to be on our mail/prayer list, and have the Crimson &
White Connection mailed free to you, fill this out and mail it to:
4401 Wild Oak Lane, Greensboro, NC 27406-8306
*** or email to Rdymmel @AOL.com ***

Under 18 requires a parental approval SIGNATURE please.

U No thank you, remove my hame

U Please send TWOsample issues to evaluate (or check www.CrimsonWhite.org)
To subscribe, check * Yes' below and fill in completely.
U VYes. Please send me the C&WC * (signature)

U check hereto get the C& WC by email attachment and not by snail-mail.

U check hereto try the email daily devotionals* for 2 weeks
*Under 18? Parental permission* :

I’veread the issue, send the next one, please.

Pleasetell us how you found out about the C& WC.

Name

Home address
City, &. ZIP
Phone _( )

Home e-mail address

Birthdate

School:

___intheFal or __now, | amin (what grade/year) ...

8 9 10 11 12 HSgrad. F S J S Col.grad. GrdSch PGr
‘at-school’ address, if different
City, &. ZIP
Phone _( )
School e-mail address

Q0%+ 000gy 0 000t o0ngy 00+ o0ngrOet 20ngy oot oongy
. . . . ,
Becoming aChristian: A-B-C’s

A — Admit that you' re asinner. You just can’'t meet God's standard.
The Bible says, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”
Romans 3:23 (also see 1 John 1:8).

B — Believe that Jesus was the Son of God and died in your place,
took the punishment for you. The Bible says, “For God so loved the
world (that includes you) that he gave His only begotten son (that’'s
Jesus) that whosoever (that’s you again) believes in Him should not
perish (that's saved from eternal death, Hell) but have eternal life (given
eternal life with God, that’s “salvation” or to “be saved”).” John 3:16

C - Confess your sin to God. — The Bible says, “If we confess (ow
up to) our sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleans
us...” 1John 1.9.

S— Submit yourself to His commands and control.

Want Jesusin your life? Pray this prayer: “ Lord Jesus, | confess to
You my sin and need to be saved. | turn away from my old sin and place
my trust and faith in You as the only way to be saved.” Now contact

your pastor, or contact us at 1-336-674-7564, or call 1-888-NEED-
HIM, and say, “ | just asked Jesus to be my Lord.”
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Thisisareal “romance’ issue ...
Relationships, Love, and ...

Thirsty Camels and Prince Charming A
love story from 2000 BC repeated in 1965
Book review: When God Writes Your Love Story
Real L ove Waitsresources

A publication sodanger ousit now comes
withit’sown warninglabel.

WARNING

Do not read the Crimson & White
Connection unless you want your

If | am giving a
message and not
living that message,

HEART ENCOURAGED and your
MIND CHALLENGED and your
SPIRIT PRODDED

Yes! This is a subversive, challenging, counter-
culture publication. That's what Christianity is - a
counter-culture. This should have a warning label.

then the message
appears less
" credible.

forgiveness.

You can’t be good
enough to deserve
heaven. And you can’t




